1967, in which it mediated the interests of the freight shippers, regions and the state railways. Delivering effective, co-ordinated rail transport was the goal; evading state 'capture' of the process was one challenge. Both papers tackle the complexities of institutional mediation in the transport past, probing in detail the mandate, composition and workings of public and private organisations.
Another new paper on this theme addresses a deliberate intervention to prolong skills and protect jobs in the context of sudden technological innovation in road transport. Tjong Tjin Tai's paper shows how trade associations and a government agency in the Netherlands made transport history in the first half of the twentieth century by helping craftsmen switch out of wagon making for animal drawn wagons into building bodies for motorised vehicles. Her paper examines the assisted transition of labour practices in transport provision, involving, for example, shifts in material use, vehicle design and decoration, wheel-making and foundry work. Visits, training courses and publications helped transport workers to adapt.
A sixth research paper in this edition of the JTH offers another angle on the making of the transport past: Hyslop argues that the image and reality of accelerated global steam shipping and uninterrupted seafaring at the turn of the nineteenth century was compromised by a non-transport agency. His study is of exclusionary colonial regulation of maritime labour in one British Empire port, Durban. There, a particular terrestrial political-economy bent maritime history in unexpected ways, with the help of an ardent port captain.
Transport history is clearly made in multiple ways, at multiple levels. In addition to the self-evident participants in the transport past, there are people -archaeologists, archivists and JTH authors among them -who resurrect those pasts and give history shape and meaning. Publishers of transport history are near the end of the chain of history making. Their time-old task has been to accept, adjudicate, print, promote and distribute books and journals. In our electronic age, publishers continue this work, but they face markets expecting ever more sophisticated gateways and platforms for digital and speedier submission, storage, indexing, cross-referencing, marketing, subscription, access and rating. As in our own field, the vehicles and technologies of transmission have been evolving fast. The expense and requisite nimbleness has led to significant publisher specialisation.
After thirty-six years of publishing the Journal of Transport History, Manchester University Press has let go of the title. In 1980, the Press picked up after Leicester University Press, the founding publisher. The first volume of the JTH was dated May 1953. There was a break in publication between 1967 and 1971. After nine years of the Second Series, Manchester took over publication, starting the Third Series, numbered from volume 1 again. The first half-century of the JTH has been surveyed elsewhere by one of the Journal's past editors.
1
Scholars of the transport past -and transport enthusiasts even more sowill know the high rate of attrition among publishers keen and able to help iv 'make' transport history. Two English university presses nourished academic transport history for sixty years, from a fledging UK speciality to a mature international field of enquiry. Now is the turn of a global publishing company, SAGE. Here is another last and first in transport history. But the distinctive JTH title will continue. Under new custodianship, transport history will continue to be made.
Note

